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“WHEREVER THE FIGHT IS THICKEST”:
GENERAL JAMES PATTON ANDERSON
OF FLORIDA
by L ARRY R AYBURN

night of October 8, 1861, in the harbor of Pensacola
O Bay,the long
columns of gray clad soldiers marched slowly
N

aboard steamers moored by the dock. Officers whispered orders,
and the enlisted men spoke in hushed tones. Aside from their
voices, only the rattle of canteens and the lapping of water
against the steamers broke the silence of the autumn darkness.
General Braxton Bragg, Confederate commander at Pensacola, had dispatched this expedition in response to increased
Union activity in the area. His orders to the commander of this
expedition, General R. H. Anderson, were to destroy the enemy
encampments on Santa Rosa Island. Anderson, a former West
Pointer, divided his force of slightly more than 1,000 men into
three battalions. 1 Although none of his battalion commanders
were professional soldiers, they were about to participate in their
first military engagement. However, one of these men, Colonel
James Patton Anderson, had come into service with a variety
of experiences which had prepared him for the leadership role
he was about to assume.
Born on February 16, 1822, in Winchester, Tennessee, James
Patton Anderson was one of the seven children of Colonel
William Preston Anderson, a veteran of the War of 1812. He
spent his early years on the family farm, and when his father
died in 1831, he moved with his mother to his grandfather’s
place in Kentucky. He attended a private school in Frankfort,
and then in 1836, his stepfather, Dr. Joseph Bybee, a local
physician, sent him to Jefferson College in Cannonsburg,

Larry Rayburn is a graduate of the University of Florida. This article
is a revision of his senior thesis in southern history.
1. U. S. War Department, The War of Rebellion: A Compilation of the
Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, 70 vols. (Washington, 1901), VI, pt. 1, 458-60.
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Pennsylvania. Unfortunately, before he finished his education,
family financial problems forced him to withdraw from school.2
Returning home, Anderson worked for his stepfather at a
variety of jobs, including driving him on his medical rounds.
Anderson learned something of the medical profession himself,
and this probably contributed to the belief that he was a
physician. 3
Dr. Bybee decided to move his family to Hernando,
Mississippi in 1839, and there his financial situation improved
enough to allow him to send his stepson back to Jefferson
College. After graduation, Anderson returned home to study
law in a local attorney’s office. At the age of twenty-one, he
was admitted to the bar. Anderson began his career in public
service by serving as deputy sheriff of De Soto County, Mississippi,
and by serving as colonel in the county’s militia regiment.4
When the Mexican War broke out, Anderson expected to be
called into service, but the state’s military quotas were filled
rapidly, and he had to wait until late 1847 when the state issued
a call for more troops. Anderson was authorized to raise a
company, but he never saw combat, spending the remainder of
the war in camp at Tampico.5 Suffering from malaria, Anderson
was mustered out and discharged in July 1848.
He resumed his law practice and entered politics as an
advocate of states’ rights. He would soon become an ardent
secessionist.6 He was elected to the Mississippi legislature in
1850, but was defeated in the next election.7 Anderson’s health
continued to deteriorate, and his doctors urged him to seek a
colder, drier climate. With the help of Secretary of War Jefferson
Davis, Anderson received an appointment as United States
marshal to the Washington Territory.
Before leaving on his assignment, Anderson married his first
cousin, Henrietta Buford Adair of Memphis on April 30, 1853.8
2. General Anderson’s autobiography, James Patton Anderson Papers,
Boxes 64, 64A, P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of
Florida, Gainesville (hereinafter cited as JPAP).
3. Interviews with Margaret Anderson Uhler, Milledgeville, Georgia,
August 1978.
4. Autobiography, JPAP, 3.
5. Ibid.
6. Etta Anderson to Mr. Earle, April 11, 1889, Palatka, Florida, JPAP.
7. Autobiography, JPAP, 4.
8. Interviews with Margaret Anderson Uhler.
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Upon their arrival in the west, the Andersons set up rough housekeeping, and Anderson began his official duties which included
the taking of a territorial census. He traveled throughout the
territory on foot and by canoe, usually in the company of Indian
guides. This outdoor activity quickly restored Anderson’s health,
much to the relief of Etta who accompanied him on many of his
journeys. The young couple loved the open, free life in the
territory and made a successful adjustment to rugged frontier
conditions. 9
After two years in Washington, Anderson was elected territorial delegate to Congress. While he served in the Capitol,
Etta lived with their aunt, Mrs. Ellen Adair White Beatty, who
owned a large plantation near Monticello, Florida.10
In Washington, Anderson became caught up in the throes of
the heated political controversies that were rising between the
North and the South. He was alarmed by the growing strength
of the abolitionist Republican Party and was fearful of what
might happen if it came to power in 1860. Anderson decided he
had to return to the South. In 1857, he turned down an invita9. Ibid.; autobiography, JPAP, 5.
10. Margaret Anderson Uhler, ed., “Civil War Letters of James Patton
Anderson,” Florida Historical Quarterly, LVI (October 1977), 151. Ellen
Beatty was aunt both to James Patton and Etta Anderson. Her plantation, Casa Bianca, built in 1828, was one of the largest in Florida.
Reports conflict, however, concerning the exact acreage and number of
slaves that she owned. Jerrell H. Shofner in his History of Jefferson
County (Tallahassee, 1976), 117-18, states that Casa Bianca had 3,000
acres, of which 700 were under cultivation, when Anderson became
manager in 1856. A letter listing 118 slaves at Casa Bianca as of December 31, 1855, is in the Anderson papers, Box 64. Another list, dated
January 7, 1856, shows 121 slaves leased from Ellen A. Beatty. Probably
many of the same slaves were on both lists. In 1860 Anderson and
Mrs. Beatty sold the plantation to Robert W. Williams of Tallahassee
for $18,000. Mrs. Beatty sold her slaves to Anderson for $20,000, and he
continued to manage the property with the assistance of an overseer,
A. G. A. Godwin. Since Williams lived in Tallahassee, Anderson likely
was working the land for him. A check of the slave schedule for Jefferson
County, compiled as part of the 1860 census, yields the following information: Mrs. J. P. Anderson owns seven males (p. 71); Mrs. J. P.
Anderson owns forty slaves (p. 72); Mr. J. P. Anderson owns a total
of thirty slaves, E. A. Beatty owns ten, and Mrs. E. B. Anderson
(probably Etta Beatty, Anderson’s wife), owns six slaves (p. 80). Assuming that these entries refer to Mr. and Mrs. James Patton Anderson
and their aunt, the total number of slaves is ninety-three. This is less
than the 350 mentioned in other works. It is, of course, possible that
Robert Williams purchased slaves as well as land, and if so, these
would be listed with his other slaves in the 1866 Leon County slave
schedule.
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tion to become territorial governor of Washington, and entered
into an agreement with Mrs. Beatty to manage her Florida
plantation.11 Anderson prospered as a sugar and cotton planter.
The family also increased, and by 1861, there were three sons—
William Preston, Theophilus Beatty, and James Patton, Jr.12
As the war clouds which Anderson had so feared began to
gather following the presidential election of 1860, Florida
Governor Madison Starke Perry called a convention to meet in
Tallahassee in January 1861 to consider seceding from the
Union. Although Anderson was a newcomer to Florida, he had
already become an influential person in the state by virtue of his
political experience and economic position. Consequently,
he was elected convention delegate from Jefferson County as an
avowed supporter of secession. While the convention was still in
session in Tallahassee, the governor ordered the seizure of all
federal forts and arsenals within the state and the formation
of two volunteer companies including one from Jefferson
County. Anderson was named captain of this company, but his
orders to proceed to Pensacola were countermanded when the
governor appointed him one of three delegates to represent
Florida at the General Convention in Montgomery to create a
new Confederate government.13 Anderson immediately made
his presence felt there as one of the most active members. He
served on the committee of military affairs, recommending the
raising of troops and the use of slaves to serve as cooks and
teamsters. This, he reasoned, would free more white men for
military service.14
When the work of the convention was complete, Anderson
returned to Monticello where he found orders from Governor
Perry directing him to reassemble his company for duty in
Pensacola. So anxious was Anderson for military service that he
declined to serve in the Confederate Congress.15
The various state militia companies rendezvoused at the
Chattahoochee Arsenal, and on April 5, 1861, they were mustered
into Confederate service as the First Florida Infantry. Anderson
was unanimously elected colonel. The troops boarded river
11. Autobiography, JPAP, 9.
12. Interviews, Margaret Anderson Uhler.
13. Autobiography, JPAP, 10.
14. Ibid.
15. Ibid.
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James Patton Anderson. Sketch reproduced through the courtesy of the
P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of Florida, Gainesville.
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boats and were traveling via Columbus, Georgia, to Pensacola,
as the opening shots of the war were being fired on Fort Sumter
in Charleston harbor. 16 General Braxton Bragg, department
commander, ordered the new troops into camps of instruction.
Both Confederates and Federals at Pensacola received reenforcements, but there was no significant action until late
summer. On September 2, a Federal raiding party burned the
dry dock anchored near the Navy Yard. Twelve days later a
larger force made another assault at the Yard. The party
boarded and burned the Confederate schooner Judah and
escaped with small losses .17 Bragg responded to this increased
Federal activity by organizing an assault on Santa Rosa Island,
and this brought Colonel Anderson and his men into action for
the first time.
Shortly after midnight on October 9, 1861, the Confederates
landed on Santa Rosa at a point about four miles east of Fort
Pickens. The southern force was divided into three columns,
and Anderson was ordered to move his force along the beach
south toward the enemy camps. The march through the palmettoes and sand was not easy, but the Confederates were ready
to launch their assault around 3 a.m. Overrunning Colonel
Billy Wilson’s Zouaves, the Confederates drove back a force
of regular infantry which had moved up as reenforcements.
Despite these successes, the Southerners lacked organization, and
shortly before dawn, they were ordered to withdraw.18 Both
sides claimed victory, but the chief advantage was probably the
battlefield experience gained by all the participants.
After this action, the opposing forces settled down again to
the rather mundane routine of drill, parade, and strengthening
defenses. On the morning of November 22, Fort Pickens opened
fire on the Confederate position. The southern troops replied,
but the Union fire caused serious damage to Forts Barrancas and
McRee. The Union bombardment continued the following day,
and many private buildings were set afire.19 In January 1862,
the Union forces bombarded the Confederate positions again,
and the Southerners returned fire, but only briefly in an effort
16. William Watson Davis, The Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida
(New York 1913; facsimile ed., Gainesville, 1964), 93.
17. Ibid., 126-27.
18. Ibid., 129-32.
19. Ibid., 134-37.
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to conserve their ammunition.20 On February 12, 1862, James
Patton Anderson was promoted to brigadier general, and Bragg
placed him in command of R. H. Anderson’s brigade.21
In early March 1862, Bragg and his 10,000-man army joined
General Albert Sidney Johnston in northern Mississippi.
Anderson’s brigade remained in Bragg’s Corps as part of General
Daniel Ruggles’s Division. The Confederates, over 40,000 strong,
left Corinth, Mississippi, on April 3, but rain mired the roads
and the march became both miserable and difficult. The attack
on General Ulysses Grant’s forces, originally planned for April
5, was postponed until the following day. Anderson reached his
assigned position as a reserve brigade late on the afternoon of
April 5. The rain had stopped, and according to Anderson, “the
night was clear, the air cool and bracing.“22 The Confederate
forward movement began at 5:30 a.m. when General William
J. Hardee led the first wave against the Union right. Bragg’s
Corps was deployed about 1,000 yards to the rear of Hardee.
Anderson slowly moved his men forward over the rough terrain
toward the enemy positions. He closed to within 300 yards of
Hardee’s line but halted until the proper interval could be
regained. Fierce rifle fire reverberated through the woods as
Bragg ordered the advance to resume. Despite Anderson’s efforts
and those of the other commanders, the southern movements
were uneven and uncoordinated. Rough ground separated the
men, and there were wide gaps between the brigades. Anderson
led his force against the first Union camp without support, and
was forced to halt his men temporarily when he realized this
dilemma. When two other brigades appeared, he swept forward
again. A swamp lay between Anderson and the Union force;
surrounding the swamp were dense thickets which made it difficult to maintain formation. Ignoring these obstacles, Anderson
pushed into the swamp with Russell’s brigade supporting his
right. In the deep, nearly impassable swamp, many men lost
their way and Anderson’s command emerged badly scattered.
Before order could be restored, a Union battery opened fire and
Anderson was driven back.23 Reforming his men, Anderson renewed his advance, now with reenforcements on his right. The
20. Ibid., 138.
21. Anderson’s commission in possession of Margaret Anderson Uhler.
22. Official Records, X , 1, 495.
23. Ibid., 497.
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Federals slowly moved back as Anderson and his men pushed
through the enemy camp.24
Anderson continued to assault the Union right. Troops to
his right wavered as if they might fall back, but realizing the
danger, Anderson began waving his hat so his troops would
easily see him as he rode across the front line. “This gesture
seemed well understood,” he said, “and the command, ‘Forward’which it implied was most gallantly executed.“25 The Confederates surged ahead, and Anderson’s force overwhelmed
a battery. He then wheeled his brigade to the right, and captured
another portion of the Union line in flank.26
Anderson withdrew from the front around noon as the fire
around him slackened and the Union right retreated toward
Pittsburg Landing. He wanted to rest his men and replenish his
ammunition, but, as he was withdrawing he received orders from
Bragg to “go wherever the fight is thickest.“27 Anderson accordingly marched his force to the right where Union soldiers
held out against a succession of Confederate assaults in what
became known as the “Hornet’s Nest.”
Throughout the long afternoon, Anderson participated in
the series of bloody assaults on this position. After an unsuccessful brigade assault around 3:30, he called for artillery support.
General Ruggles was already massing eleven batteries to blast
the Union position. The guns thundered and infantry assaults
followed. The Federals crumbled under this pressure, and the
exhausted but triumphant Southerners rounded up prisoners
and guns. The first day’s fighting ended with the Union army
huddled around Pittsburg Landing, and the badly disorganized
Confederates, now led by General Beauregard, Johnston having
been killed earlier in the day, in command of the field.
Anderson made bivouac near Bragg’s headquarters and spent
most of the rainy night rounding up stragglers and reorganizing
his brigade. He ate with his men and slept under an apple tree
with his saddle for a pillow and a blanket over his head.28 During
the night, thousands of Union reenforcements arrived and Grant
decided to attack in the morning. Soon after dawn, Anderson
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid., 499.
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and the other brigadiers moved their commands to the front to
meet the Federal counterattack. The Confederates stubbornly
contested their hard-won ground, and the Union advance was
cautious. As the Confederate right weakened, Anderson was sent
to strengthen it. There he observed that Federal artillery was
playing havoc with the exposed southern infantry. He wanted
to charge the battery and silence it but could get no support
from nearby troops. Angrily, he withdrew his own men over a
small hill to protect them somewhat from the destructive fire.
While thus sheltered, he rallied scattered fragments from other
commands to meet the impending Union advance. When the
Federals cleared the crest of the hill over which he had withdrawn, Anderson’s men inflicted heavy casualties, and the Union
advance was temporarily checked.29 As the afternoon wore on,
the Federals continued to push the weary Southerners back. The
tide of battle turned against the Confederates, and Anderson
noted that “large numbers of stragglers could now be seen in all
directions making their way to the rear.“30 The men were exhausted, disorganized, and nearly out of ammunition. About
3:30 p.m. Beauregard ordered a withdrawal. Anderson’s men
joined the march down the muddy roads to Corinth. The route
was crowded by long lines of wagons filled with wounded soldiers
and as the army marched, a torrential downpour added to the
misery of the men.
Anderson restored his brigade as quickly as he could to
fighting trim. Although he had displayed rashness at times, he
had distinguished himself by his performance at Shiloh.31 He
emerged, along with several other officers, as a promising brigadier. The Federals, having been reenforced, soon advanced on
Corinth. The Confederates were outnumbered and remained on
the defensive waiting for an opportunity to strike exposed
enemy columns. Two such opportunities arose near the village
of Farmington, and Anderson participated in both engagements.
Each time he advanced and drove the enemy in his front, but
on both occasions General Van Dorn failed to support these
attacks and the Confederates were unable to exploit their advantage. 32
29.
30.
31.
32.

Ibid., 500-01.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Stanley F. Horn, The Army of Tennessee, A Military History (Phila-
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Faced with a large sick list and the prospect of a formal siege,
Beauregard abandoned Corinth and marched to Tupelo. During
these operations, Anderson commanded Ruggles’s division until
Major General Sam Jones was formally named division
commander.33 Anderson resumed brigade command, but this
was the first of several times he would be called upon to serve
as a temporary division commander. At Tupelo, Bragg replaced
Beauregard as army commander and made preparations for a
new campaign.
During the summer months of 1862, Anderson’s wife and
children came from Florida to visit. They lived in camp with
him, and they spent many pleasant days together. Etta shared
news from home, and her husband and the boys enjoyed the
excitement which naturally accompanied life in any army camp.34
This peaceful interlude ended when Bragg ordered the army to
Chattanooga in response to a Federal advance which threatened
that vital communications center. Anderson bid farewell to Etta
and the boys and departed with the army.
The Confederates reached Chattanooga near the end of July
1862, and Bragg decided to join forces with Kirby Smith and
invade Kentucky. When the army moved out, Bragg left Sam
Jones in command at Chattanooga, and Anderson once again
commanded the division. His troops, along with the division of
Simon Buckner, comprised Hardee’s Corps.
The Confederates met with great initial success in the
Kentucky campaign, defeating Federal forces at Richmond and
Munfordville and seizing the state capitol of Frankfort. Louisville lay open to capture, but the scattered Confederates allowed
the Federals to sidestep them into that city. After receiving
reenforcements, Union General Buell marched from Louisville
on October 1, anxious to give battle in the vicinity of Bardstown.
At this time, a crisis in the Confederate high command
occurred which directly involved Patton Anderson. Bragg was at
Frankfort preparing to inaugurate a Confederate governor. Buell
sent one of his columns toward that point as a feint to draw
attention from his primary thrust against Bardstown. Polk held
delphia, New York, 1941; reprint edition, Norman, Oklahoma, 1952),
147-48.
33. Autobiography, JPAP, 12.
34. Uhler, “Civil War Letters,” 159.
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that town with a portion of the Confederate army. Bragg, expecting imminent attack, ordered Polk to march on Frankfort
and to attack Buell in flank. Polk felt himself too closely pressed
to comply with the order, and he called a council of war to
discuss the situation. He wanted to disregard Bragg’s order, but
Anderson was reluctant to do so. Anderson later wrote that the
“order just read did not seem to admit of any course other
than that of compliance.” He argued that failure to comply
with Bragg could be disastrous since it would upset his plan.
Anderson also noted that the council did not know how serious
Bragg’s situation was. Nevertheless, Polk eventually decided to
disobey the order, and he finally convinced Anderson to go
along with the majority view.35
Bragg, confused as to Buell’s intentions, kept his army badly
scattered, and on October 7, Hardee’s Corps reached Perryville
closely pursued by the vanguard of Buell’s army. Bragg ordered
reenforcements to Perryville, and on the morning of October 8,
after heavy skirmishing began, he arrived on the scene.36 General
Benjamin Cheatham was ordered to assail the Union left, while
Hardee, with Buckner and two of Anderson’s brigades, attacked
the center. Anderson protected the army’s left with the remainder
of his division. In the early afternoon the attack began as the
Confederates smashed into the Union left and center. Anderson
conducted himself as an aggressive flank guard by advancing and
occupying the Federals in his front for the balance of the afternoon. Near sundown, the Union forces massed on Anderson’s
front, outflanked his brigades, and forced him to withdraw to
Perryville. There, with the aid of reenforcements, Anderson
37
secured the army’s flank. Despite the tactical advantage gained
at Perryville the Confederates retired to Harrodsburg, Kentucky,
and on October 13, Bragg ordered a withdrawal from the state.
The march back to Tennessee proved uneventful for
Anderson until he reached Franklin County. There, he visited the
grave of his father at Craggy Hope, the old family farm. After
spending a pleasant few days near his birthplace, Anderson
marched into camp near Eagleville where his division was broken
35. Grady McWhiney, Braxton Bragg and Confederate Defeat (New York
1969), 1, 102.
36. Horn, Army of Tennessee, 180.
37. Ibid., 184; Nataniel Cheairs Hughs, Jr., General William I. Hardee,
Old Reliable (Baton Rouge, 1965), 130,-31.
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up to strengthen other units. He took command of one of
General Jones Wither’s brigades.38
The Confederates, now positioned northwest of Murphreesboro, watched the Federal forces in Nashville and remained in
this position during November and December 1862. The day
after Christmas, General William S. Rosecrans moved out of
Nashville in the direction of Murphreesboro. Bragg covered the
roads northwest of town and prepared for battle. The terrain
was not well suited to infantry movements; the ground was
rough and uneven, and strewn with large boulders while dense
cedar glades presented difficult obstacles.39
Anderson marched his brigade to its assigned position, but on
December 27, he received orders to take command of General
E. C. Walthall’s brigade, that officer having fallen sick. The men
of this brigade, many of whom had served under Anderson at
Shiloh, had petitioned their superiors requesting that Anderson
take over.40 His new brigade was in line of battle next to his
old one near the Wilkinson Turnpike. Heavy skirmishing began
as the Union army approached, and even though the weather
was cold, rainy, and miserable, Bragg ordered an attack for
early morning of December 31.
The fighting began shortly before dawn. Anderson heard
the rising volume of fire on the left and around 9:00 a.m., he
received his orders to advance. Riding to the front of his
brigade, he lead his men forward along with the rest of Wither’s
division. The Union line was well posted and amply supported
by artillery. Anderson was instructed to take the batteries in his
front. Withers later wrote: “No brigade occupied a more critical
position, nor were the movements of any invested with more
consequences.“41
The brigade had to cross an old cottonfield in order to reach
the Union position. This advance across open ground proved
very costly, and the Union troops threw back Anderson’s men
time and again. He called for support from an additional
brigade and renewed the assault. The two brigades pushed
vigorously forward, and this time swept over the Union batteries
and drove off their, supporting infantry.
38.
39.
40.
41.

Autobiography, JPAP, 12.
Horn, Army of Tennessee, 197-98.
Autobiography, JPAP, 13.
Official Records, XX, 1, 755.
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After this initial success, Anderson, still supported by A. P.
Stewart’s brigade, pursued the retiring Federals and struck their
second line. This line also gave way and the Federals moved
through a cedar grove with the Confederates hard on their heels.
The Southerners’ lines were now almost at right angles to the
original lines of battle. Anderson pursued the enemy cautiously
through the trees as his brigade had suffered heavy casualties and
he was almost out of ammunition. Worried at the prospect of
continuing battle with such a battered command, Anderson requested permission to withdraw from the line. In the late afternoon he was permitted to retire with his men.42 At the end of
that winter day the Confederates appeared to have won a complete victory. Bragg expected Rosecrans to retire during the
night, but he did not. No significant fighting occurred on New
Year’s Day, however, and Anderson was not engaged.
On January 2, 1863, Bragg ordered General J. C. Breckinridge to attack an elevated Union position that threatened
Polk’s right flank. When Breckinridge advanced his division unsupported across open ground, the result was complete repulse.
About 4:00 p.m., Anderson received orders to cross Stones River
and support Breckinridge. After crossing the river, he pushed
his men forward and found Breckinridge’s brigade retreating as
he reached the field. He threw forward a line of skirmishers to
halt any Federal advance and maintained this position throughout the night. He reported to Bragg that the lines on his side of
the river were too thin and were fronted by the enemy. Despite
this situation, the Federals did not attack. The Southerners’
position remained perilous, though, and after meeting with his
corps commanders, Bragg decided that the army was too
43
weakened to continue fighting. After remaining in position
throughout the bleak, rainy day of January 3, Anderson received orders to withdraw in the direction of Shelbyville.
When the troops were safely encamped, Anderson telegraphed
Etta to tell her he was safe. He followed this with a letter some
days later, telling her that he was very pleased with the
achievements of his brigade. “They behaved most gallantly as
Mississippians have always done in this war.” He told her that
42. Ibid., 765.
43. Thomas L. Connelly, Autumn of Glory: The Army of Tennessee, 18621865 (Baton Rouge, 1971), 67.
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the results of Murphreesboro were being squandered by their
withdrawal, and that as a result, Bragg was even more unpopular
than before. The general deplored his separation from his family.
“I don’t know when I can get home . . . I do want to see you
and the boys so badly. Kiss them all a thousand times for me.“44
In the aftermath of Murphreesboro, Bragg praised the Florida
brigadier for the manner in which he had interposed his men
between the Federals and Breckinridge on January 2.45 Bragg
and other friends credited Anderson with saving the army from
disaster, but he replied saying “General Bragg founded his
report upon some exaggerated statements of some partial friends
of mine, and hence attributed to me more than I deserved.“46
The army settled into winter quarters around Shelbyville
and Wartrace and remained there for six months. Anderson
assumed command of Withers’s division when the latter left on
a month-long sick leave. Bragg indicated that the position would
be permanent, but Anderson expressed doubts of this in a letter
to Etta, pointing out that there were already enough major
generals in the army .47 Nevertheless, he spent much time drilling
Withers’s division and boasted to Etta that he had the best
division in the army. When Withers returned to the army in
March 1863, Anderson received and accepted, for a second time,
a request from rank and file soldiers, that he command them.48
This request came from the men of Chalmers’s brigade following
the transfer of that officer to another department.
During this extended encampment, Bragg quarreled with
Polk, Hardee, Breckinridge, and many of the lesser generals
in the army over the outcome of the Kentucky and Murphreesboro campaigns. These personal recriminations placed men like
Patton Anderson in a ticklish position. Bragg was not only his
commander, but his friend. At the same time, Anderson felt a
professional loyalty to his corps commander, Polk. When the
question of Polk’s disobedience in Kentucky arose, Anderson
reminded Bragg that he had been opposed to the disobedience
44. Anderson to Etta Anderson, Winchester, Tennessee, January 8, 1862,
JPAP.
45. Official Records, XX, 1, 670.
46. Autobiography, JPAP, 13.
47. Anderson to Etta Anderson, Shelbyville, Tennessee, January 11, 1862,
JPAP.
48. Uhler, “Civil War Letters,” 163-64. The men of Walthall’s brigade had
made a similar request on the eve of the Battle of Murfreesboro.
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but admitted that the council had agreed to disregard the
order. He sent copies of his correspondence with Bragg to Polk
and met with the bishop-general to compare recollections of the
council. Anderson’s only other activity during these command
controversies was to sit as a member of the court-martial which
convicted General John McCown of misconduct at Murphreesboro. 49
While engaged in these various activities, Anderson made
arrangements for Etta and the boys to come up from Florida
to join him in camp. They left Monticello by train and traveled
to Savannah and from there by buggy to Tennessee. Once
again the family lived in tents with the general. They saw many
of the other officers’wives and children and attended the parties
and reviews staged by the various army corps. The boys often
dressed in Confederate uniforms that had been cut down to
their size, and their father instructed them in the manual of
arms outside their tents. Anderson remained hopeful that a peace
agreement could be reached, but he continued steadfast in his
belief in the southern cause.50
This peaceful interlude ended in June 1863, when General
Rosecrans moved out of Murphreesboro and advanced on the
Army of Tennessee. The Confederates were flanked out of their
position, and they fell back to Chattanooga where they prepared
to resist an attack. None was forthcoming, and the summer passed
without a major engagement. When General D. H. Hill wondered
at the long intervals between battles in the west, Anderson
airily replied: “Oh, we out here have to crow and peck straws
awhile before we use our spurs.“51
Vicksburg fell while the Confederates huddled around
Chattanooga, and some of Anderson’s staff recalled an incident
dating back to his service in Washington Territory. Once when
Anderson was in the field taking the census, he met some
soldiers who told him that their commander, Captain Ulysses
Grant, had disappeared during the night. Anderson and his
Indian guides joined in the search, and they soon located the
captain, who was suffering from “delirium tremens” and had
49. Connelly, Autumn of Glory, 81, 89.
50. Interviews, Margaret Anderson Uhler.
51. R. U. Johnson and C. C. Buel, eds., Battles and Leaders of the Civil
War, 4 vols. (New York, 1887-1888), III, 646
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stumbled to the edge of a steep cliff. Anderson climbed down to
the edge of the precipice and rescued Grant from certain death.
Anderson received much jesting from his staff who delighted in
telling this story in camp.52
At this stage of the campaign, Anderson was ordered to
guard the river crossing near Bridgeport, Alabama.53 He discharged these duties to Bragg’s satisfaction, but the Confederates
failed adequately to cover all the western approaches. When
Rosecrans divided his army and undertook a wide sweep through
north Georgia, he completely turned Bragg’s left flank and
forced the evacuation of Chattanooga. Bragg concentrated his
forces in the rough wooded terrain between Dalton and
Chattanooga as reenforcements arrived from other departments.
As these new troops arrived, Bragg sought to strike the
divided Federal army. He ordered General Thomas Hindman,
now commanding Withers’s division, to attack in the vicinity of
McClemore’s Cove. Hindman was strengthened by other units,
and Anderson took command of the division. Bragg ordered a
daylight attack with D. H. Hill joining in to ensure success.
Both Hindman and Hill procrastinated and never actually advanced against the enemy during two days of frustrating inactivity. The Union troops in the cove discovered their peril
and hastily withdrew as Anderson advanced in a fruitless attempt
to cut off the retreating Federals. Bragg was furious at these
failures, and Anderson admitted later that a great opportunity
had been lost.54
After several more days of maneuvering in which Anderson
again commanded Hindman’s division due to the latter’s illness,
Bragg decided to attack Rosecrans’s now united army along the
banks of Chickamauga Creek. Knowing the battle was imminent,
Anderson ordered his family to leave the army and arranged
for them to stay in Marietta.55 The action began on the morning
of September 19, and though the action surged back and forth
through the damp, creek bottom thickets around Chickamauga
Creek, neither side was able to gain a decisive advantage.
Anderson led the division but was not engaged. That night,
52.
53.
54.
55.

Etta Anderson to Mr. Earle, April 11, 1889, JPAP.
Autobiography, JPAP, 14.
Ibid.
Uhler, “‘Civil War Letters,” 165.
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Hindman returned to the field, and the division moved to the
west bank of the creek where it joined the rest of the army’s
left wing.56
Late on the morning of September 20 the attack continued,
and General James Longstreet threw his left wing divisions
into action shortly after Polk became heavily engaged. The
assaults through the dense thickets proved devastating as Longstreet’s men smashed through a gap in the Union right and
swept all before them. Anderson’s brigade played a decisive role
in this advance. He burst through the thickets. with his men
and drove the Federals from their breastworks.57 As Anderson
led his men across the shell-torn field, he spotted the body of a
Union general. Upon inquiry, he discovered that it was General
William H. Lytle, an old friend with whom he had been associated before the war at the Democratic convention of 1860. More
recently, he had parlayed with Lytle while on picket near
Bridgeport. Deeply saddened, Anderson ordered the body removed from the field. Later he tried unsuccessfully to secure
some of Lytle’s personal effects for his family.58
Putting this incident aside, Anderson led his men onward.
Only Union General Thomas, on the left, remained in position.
Anderson wheeled his brigade to the right and joined in the
assault on Thomas. Scattered over the field to the front and
rear of Anderson were the shattered remnants of two Federal
divisions. Anderson had captured two batteries, several stands of
colors, and scores of prisoners.
The Confederates spent the remainder of that bloody afternoon trying to drive Thomas from his position on Snodgrass
Hill, but their assaults were repulsed until nightfall. During the
night, Hindman, who had been wounded, again turned the
division over to Anderson. The door lay open for the recapture of Chattanooga, but Bragg delayed his pursuit, and the
armies settled down to a formal siege. While the adversaries
glared at one another over the entrenchments, Bragg relieved
Polk for failing to attack promptly on September 20, and Hindman for reluctance to move forward at McClemore’s Cove.
Anderson, as before, was placed in a peculiar position. He re56. Official Records, X X X , 1, 137.
57. Glenn Tucker, Chickamauga: Bloody Battle in the West (New York,
1961), 288-89.
58. “An Incident,” JPAP.
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vealed his attitude in a letter to Etta, saying that he would not
assign any guilt to Hindman beforehand, and that he was
content to await the developments of the trial. As to Polk’s
predicament: “In his case too, we must wait for the proof. I like
Genl. P. personally very much— and am inclined to think that
Lt. Genl. Hill is the true party to blame for the delay. . . .“59 In
the aftermath of these quarrels, Bragg replaced Polk with Hardee,
and Buckner and Hill were transferred. Hindman remained
under arrest, and Anderson continued to lead the division. He
informed Etta that he was hopeful that there would be no
fight at Chattanooga; he confidently declared that, “The troops
were never in better fighting trim-spirits excellent.“60 He hoped
he might be able to see his family again before they left Georgia
to return to Florida. He was particularly anxious about their
welfare as Etta was pregnant with their fourth child. Despite
Anderson’s hopes for no fighting, the Union army received significant reenforcements and prepared to attack. From his position
on Missionary Ridge, Anderson watched the Union troops with
concern.
Though battle threatened daily, he arranged for his family
to visit him the night before they left for Florida. He took them
for a ride along Missionary Ridge, pointing out the lines of
battle. Later he found a place where the boys could play safely
while he and Etta talked. Mother and children spent the night
in camp with the general, and the next day he escorted them
to the railroad. Just as they were preparing to leave, firing began
on the front, and Anderson hastily bid them goodbye and hurried
to join his men.61
That day, the Union army seized Orchard Knob, a strongpoint in Anderson’s front. The following day, the Federals
stormed Lookout Mountain, and Anderson was concerned over
the disposition of his troops in the face of these Federal successes.
In addition to advanced rifle pits, Bragg had divided the troops
on Missionary Ridge into two lines to correspond with the levels
of the Ridge, one near the base and another near the crest.
The men were spaced more than three feet apart and neither
line was, alone, strong enough to resist a vigorous assault. On
59. Uhler, “Civil War Letters,” 166.
60. Ibid.
61. Ibid., 169.
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November 25, Anderson protested these dispositions calling
them “the worst I have even seen.“62 Nevertheless, the Confederates remained in position.
The Federals soon opened their final assault on the Confederate right flank, and at about 3:30 p.m., the Union center
advanced against Missionary Ridge. The Confederate artillery
took a heavy toll, but the Federals could not be stopped and
Anderson’s worst fears were confirmed. The thin Confederate
lines snapped, and by the time the Federals reached the crest,
Anderson’s division was badly broken. He fought to stem the
rout, but nothing could halt the soldiers’ headlong flight. Soon
the entire Confederate center was routed, and they were driven
from the ridge in great disorder.63 This marked the low point in
Anderson’s military career. He managed, however, to rally his
men, and put them in motion for Dalton, Georgia, which they
reached on November 28. On that cold and rainy autumn day,
Bragg resigned his command and left the army.
The Army of Tennessee settled down to winter quarters, and
the officers worked to rebuild the army. Anderson was mortified
by the conduct of his troops at Missionary Ridge, but no one
attached any blame for the disaster to him. He and the rest of
the forces took heart from the news that General Joseph Johnston
had been given command of the army.64 Johnston improved
the army’s morale and the ranks increased their strength.
Anderson looked forward to the time when he could avenge
the defeat at Missionary Ridge.
It was during this encampment that General Patrick R.
Cleburn proposed that blacks be enlisted in the army to fight and
be freed at the war’s end as a reward for service. Some of his
brother officers were surprised but most made little response.
Anderson, however, was outraged. He termed the proposal, “a
startling project [which was] revolting to Southern sentiment,
Southern pride and Southern honor,” and he predicted that if
the troops became aware of the plan the “total disintegration of
the army would follow within a fortnight.“65 He believed strongly
in the institution of slavery and could not understand why some
62.
63.
64.
65.

Autobiography, JPAP, 15.
Connelly, Autumn of Glory, 275-76.
Uhler, “Civil War Letters,” 170.
Steve Davis, “That Extraordinary Document,” Civil War Times
Illustrated, XVI (December 1977), 16.
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people thought that blacks would be better off in anything but
their servile condition. Cleburne’s proposal was quietly shelved,
but the incident gives a revealing insight into Anderson’s support
for slavery.
In February 1864, Anderson finally received his promotion
to major general and was formally assigned to Breckinridge’s
old division.66 He looked forward to leading that command to
further glories but events in Florida, his adopted state, soon
changed his plans. The Federals invaded Florida in February
1864, hoping among other things to establish a loyal government. General Beauregard rushed troops to the state and the
Confederates defeated the Union troops at the Battle of Olustee,
February 20. Governor John Milton of Florida urged that
“some competent officer of rank . . . be sent to command in
Florida.” Three days after Olustee, Anderson received orders
to take command of the District of Florida.67 He quickly departed to take up his new assignment.
Anderson inherited a complex military situation upon his
arrival in Lake City on March 1. Florida had been stripped of
troops very early in 1862 to aid other departments, and the
Federals had seized control of many of the coastal areas. They
also occupied most of the territory between the St. Johns River
and the Atlantic Ocean. Federal ships could land troops almost
anywhere along the coastline with impunity. In addition, roving
bands of deserters from both armies roamed the countryside
robbing the defenseless inhabitants.
When Anderson arrived at Camp Milton (between Baldwin
and Jacksonville) on March 3, he met General Beauregard, who
informed him that the Federals still held Jacksonville. Beauregard ordered him to give battle to the enemy only if they advanced. When Anderson formally assumed command, Beauregard returned to Charleston.68 The Confederate forces numbered
approximately 8,000 men divided into three infantry brigades,
one cavalry brigade, and four artillery batteries.
Anderson immediately began completing fortifications along
McGirt’s Creek about twelve miles from Jacksonville. He ordered
66. Commission in possession of Margaret Anderson Uhler.
67. Official Records, XXXV, 1, 619.
68. Alfred Roman, The Military Operations of General Beauregard in the
War Between the States, 1861-1865, 2 vols. (New York, 1883-1884), 1,
190-91.
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the impressment of 700 slaves to assist in constructing these
works. 69 Baldwin, a rail center located eight miles west of
McGirt’s Creek, was also fortified. On March 10, the Federals
occupied Palatka, and Anderson dispatched Company H, 2nd
Florida Cavalry to that point to observe enemy movements.
Company H was led by Captain J. J. Dickison, a skilled fighter,
who had built up a reputation in Florida as a guerilla leader.
Dickison skirmished frequently with these Union troops and
reported their activities.70
Although he expected a renewal of the Federal advance
from Jacksonville any time, Anderson made plans to take the
offensive. First, he cut off river traffic between Jacksonville and
Palatka by placing a large number of torpedoes in the channel
of the St. Johns River.71 On April 1, a Federal transport struck
a torpedo and sank, and the following day Anderson set a
portion of his force in motion for Palatka. But poor roads and
inadequate rail transport delayed the advance, and when scouts
reported increased Federal activity around Jacksonville, he
quickly recalled the expedition.72
On April 12, the Federals abandoned Palatka and also began
withdrawing their troops from Jacksonville. They departed in a
steady stream throughout April and May 1864. Consequently,
Anderson received orders to send most of his troops back to
General Beauregard. These developments left Anderson’s
Florida forces too small to contest any sizable Federal invasion
from any point. Accordingly he was ordered to defend only the
interior areas of the state if they were threatened by enemy
thrusts.73 Places such as Tampa Bay and Appalachicola were
left to fend for themselves despite the protests of Governor
Milton.
Despite the reduction in forces, skirmishing and other activity continued with the Confederates scoring a number of
successes. On April 16, and again on May 9, two more Union
transports struck torpedoes and sank. Pursuant to Anderson’s
orders to strike the enemy wherever possible, Captain Dickison
captured Federal garrisons at Welaka and Saunders. This forced
69. John E. Johns, Florida During the Civil War (Gainesville, 1963), 151.
70. Davis, Civil War and Reconstruction, 299.
71. Ibid., 300.
72. Official Records, XXXV, 1, 369-74.
73. Johns, Florida During the Civil War, 202.
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the dispatch of a relief expedition from Jacksonville to Volusia
on May 21. The following day, Dickison’s men attacked and
captured the gunboat Columbine. 74 Near Jacksonville light
skirmishing continued.
Union troops were not Anderson’s sole worry during this
period of department command. By 1864, whole sections of
Florida, notably Taylor and Lafayette counties, were virtually
controlled by Confederate deserters and Union sympathizers. The
Federal government supplied many of these bands as they raided
plantations, carried off slaves, and generally terrorized the local
populations. Confederate sympathizers appealed to Anderson for
protection from these outlaws. Accordingly, he undertook a
systematic and often merciless campaign against the deserter
bands. Led by Colonel Henry D. Capers, the Confederates used
bloodhounds to track deserters through dense swamps. Camps
and homes were destroyed, and at times a few prisoners were
taken. The soldiers drove deserters’ families into Federal lines
or sent them to refugee camps.75
The deserters in southwest Florida threatened the vital Confederate cattle herds, and Anderson sent Colonel Theodore
Washington Brevard to Fort Meade to stamp out these deserters
and to protect the cattle. Brevard was unable to fight the deserters
in the open, and the expedition failed.76 To make anti-guerilla
operations more effective, Anderson ordered the construction of
shallow-draught boats that could be used along the coastline to
raid the deserter’s rendezvous points.
This vigorous activity against the brigands resulted in a clash
between the civil and military authorities. When Governor
Milton learned that Colonel Capers had imprisoned several
deserters’ families, he protested to Anderson, saying: “I cannot
approve of a warfare on women and children.” Nevertheless,
these people were held until shortly before Anderson’s departure
from Florida in July 1864.77
Another conflict arose over the seizure of property belonging
to the Florida Railroad. The Confederate war department
ordered the impressment of railroad iron, spikes, and bolts to
74.
75.
76.
77.
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Johns, Florida During the Civil War, 163.
Ibid., 167.

Published by STARS, 1981

23

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 60 [1981], No. 3, Art. 4
334

F LORIDA H ISTORICAL QUARTERLY

complete rail connections in north Florida as a “military
necessity.” Anderson issued a permit to Lieutenant J. M. Fairbanks of the Confederate engineers, to tear up private track.
The railroad owners and their political allies, including former
United States Senator David Levy Yulee, who was president of
the cross-state line, sought injunctive relief in state court. The
court granted their request and ordered Fairbanks to cease his
activity. Anderson then supplied Fairbanks with a military
guard, impressed a locomotive for his use, and Fairbanks
ignored the injunction. The Confederate military also ignored
a subsequent summons for contempt and continued tearing up
track despite a growing popular sentiment for the railroad.
Anderson’s support prevented the court from enforcing its decrees, and in June 1864, the case was dropped.78
Although Anderson was close to his Monticello home during
this time, these months were not pleasant. Financial difficulties
forced him to sell Casa Bianca, and he was unable to purchase
another home. His children were often ill, and he worried about
their health.79 In May he had assured Etta, “I have never applied
to be sent away from Florida. . . . You know my doctrine is not
to apply for anything.“80 But in the summer, he solicited
command of his old division, and on July 25 he was ordered to
Georgia to replace the ailing General Hindman.81
Arriving in Atlanta on July 28, he joined his troops near
the battlefield at Ezra Church. His division was part of Stephen
Lee’s Corps and held position as the left flank of the army.
From the time of Anderson’s arrival, and throughout the month
of August, siege operations continued without letup.
In late August Sherman moved to sever Atlanta’s southern
rail connections at Jonesboro, and General John B. Hood, now
commanding the Army of Tennessee, ordered Hardee to that
point with his own and Lee’s Corps. The Federals arrived first
and entrenched themselves. Hardee arrived later in the morning
of August 31, and was hesitant to attack this strong Union
position. Hood was adamant, however, and Hardee reluctantly
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deployed his troops. 82 Anderson’s division, now reduced to 2,000
men, formed the first line of Lee’s Corps.
Shortly after 2:00 p.m. heavy skirmishing began on Cleburne’s
front, and Lee, mistaking this fire for the signal to attack,
ordered an advance. His divisions were not supported, however,
and they soon came under a galling fire. Anderson led his men to
within pistol range of the Union breastworks, but the forward
units wavered and he ordered up his reserve brigade. As the
advance stalled and losses mounted, he rode along the division
front trying to inspire the men by personal example. The
Federal troops paused and saluted him.83 Despite these efforts,
the division’s right began falling back and as Anderson tried to
rally these men, a bullet passed through his jaw, nearly severing
his tongue, and he fell from his horse.84 Seeing this happen, the
soldiers retreated in disorder. The general was carried to the
rear in dangerous condition; he lost so much blood the surgeons
thought he was mortally wounded. Etta received news of her
husband’s plight by telegram and quickly traveled by buggy
to Thomasville, Georgia, and from there, by train, to the front.85
Anderson’s wounds proved serious but they were not fatal, and
he and Etta were able to move around the Union army’s position
by going to Marietta. The general continued to improve a bit,
and in late fall, he and Etta returned to Monticello.86
Anderson slowly recovered his strength, and he busied himself writing his battle reports as well as a brief autobiographical
sketch. He was growing restless, however, and he talked about
the possibility of returning to active duty. Etta and the doctors
urged him to remain at Monticello, but he declared himself fit
for duty. Still weak and subsisting mainly off liquids, he left
Monticello in March 1865, and joined the remnants of the Army
of Tennessee near Bentonville, North Carolina.
The Confederate forces under Johnston proved too weak to
arrest the Union advance. They fell back to the vicinity of
Greensboro, North Carolina, where they learned of Lee’s
surrender. Johnston asked for terms. Anderson remained defiant
to the last, and his brother officers concealed the surrender from
82.
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84.
85.
86.
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him until it was an accomplished fact.87 After the surrender, the
men began the long journey home.
Anderson returned to Florida with almost no money and in
frail health. He had never invested the proceeds from the sale
of Casa Bianca, and his Confederate currency was now worthless.
Nevertheless he made arrangements to leave Florida when his
doctor told him he needed a more bracing climate, and he moved
with his family, first to Mississippi and then to Memphis. While
in Mississippi, Anderson tried to raise cotton with some relatives,
but this proved an unsuccessful venture.88 Because he had refused
to sign his presidential pardon, he could not practice law or hold
public office. No amount of urging from Etta, his mother, or
friends, could induce him to change his mind about this matter.
He said to sign it implied a regret for what he had done, and he
had none. Ultimately, he became an insurance agent and edited
an agricultural magazine. His wound caused him to lisp slightly,
but this did not adversely affect his work.89 He was able to devote
much time to his family, especially his youngest daughter,
Margaret, born in 1866. He also remained close to his old acquaintances like Generals Nathan B. Forrest and E. C. Walthall.
Anderson’s postwar contentment was brief. In 1872, he began
to suffer severely from his old war wounds, and in September
his condition deteriorated seriously. With family and a few
friends at his bedside, he died on September 20. It was the anniversary of the great victory at Chickamauga.90 Following a
large funeral in which General Forrest served as a pallbearer,
Anderson was buried in a Memphis cemetery far away from his
91
adopted state of Florida. Many old comrades sent expressions
of sympathy to the family, but none described Patton Anderson’s
career any better than Braxton Bragg when he wrote Etta,
“Your fine boys need no richer inheritance than to bear their
father’s name.“92
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